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My dear sir:- 

I have your letter of February 10, and my thoughts have since 

been directed towards the subject presented. I have not succeeded 

in hitting upon any topic which I feel impelled to debate or which 

I could satisfactorily discuss on an occasion like that the ar¬ 

rangements for which you have in hand. I am, of course, deeply 

interested tp have the affair successful, and would be glad to do 

anything in reason to help make it so. I have been, however, for 

the last ten years entirely out of the way of making public address¬ 

es and my mind does not easily turn in that direction. To state 

the case frankly, I can think of nothing that I would like to say, 

and I do not wish to accept such an invitation without at least some 

prospect of satisfactorily filling the bill. 

Moreover, the date which you have settled upon is an almost 

impossible date for me as it is the date of the regular monthly 

meeting of our Board of Directors, which I feel under special 

obligation to attend in person. Our meeting day is the first 
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Wednesday in each month. The first Wednesday in July falls on 

the 4th and our meeting will undoubtedly be held on the day fol¬ 

lowing. 

I therefore feel constrained to decline your invitation, 

which I regard as a very great honor, and I trust you will recognize 

the fact that I have not been forced to this conclusion without 

full consideration and appreciation of the requirements and oppor¬ 

tunities of the case. 

Very truly yours, 




